
 

 

 

 

 

 
    

 

 

A 36-year-old motorcyclist died Monday 

afternoon after hitting a pothole on Reeves 

Avenue in Riverhead and losing control of his 

bike, Riverhead Town police said. David 

DeCarle of Aquebogue was heading east shortly 

before 4:30 p.m. when he was thrown from the 

motorcycle, police said. He was transported to 

Peconic Bay Medical Center, where he later 

died from his injuries, officials said. Mr. DeCarle, formerly of Cutchogue, was a 

cook on the Bridgeport-Port Jefferson Ferry and member of the local chapter of the 

Road Reapers Motorcycle Club, said fellow member LJ James. He had a wife, 

Ksenia, and baby boy, Desmond. Police tape hangs from a stop sign the morning 

after the crash. “He worked a lot of hours to take care of this wife and newborn 

boy,” Mr. James said. “He worked and he rode his bike for fun. It was his form of 

relaxation. He liked to ride.” “He was great member of the club,” Mr. James 

continued. “He was a big man but never a bully. He was always friendly. He always 

had a smile. He was always looking to help people. He was a gentle giant.” Mr. 

James also said that only a few days ago, Mr. DeCarle was cautioning other club 

members about the roads. “He was saying to tell everyone to be careful out there,” 

he said. “He was saying to watch the roads; the roads are really bad. So you know 

he was being safe.” The Riverhead chapter of the Road Reapers is one of four in the 

United States. The others are in Virginia and Minnesota. All the members try to get 

to know one another, Mr. James said. The chapters 

will be banding together to help Mr. DeCarle’s 

surviving family. “As club members, we talk to each 

other every day,” Mr. James said. “All the chapters 

are heartbroken right now. He has brothers from all 

over and everyone is devastated.” Mr. James said 

Mr. DeCarle’s 1-year-old son “was his pride and 

joy.” “I just spoke to him the other day; he was very 

happy,” he said. “He was getting a lot of things 

together. Long Island’s very expensive for all of us, 

but he was just paying things off. The club is going 

to do whatever we can to make sure his wife and 

child are taken care of.”  

David “Tiny” DeCarle 


